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News

~Comhlamh

Actiornr and Educatior for Global Justice

Supported by

Charity Alone

Will

Never Change the World

Comhlamh (pronounced 'co-
law-ve', Irish for 'solidarity') isa
member andsupporter organisa-
tion open toanyoneinterestedin
social justice, human rights and
global development issues.
Markingits33rdyear in 2008, it
connects, informs, educates and
campaignson these matters.

Over the past three decades,
Comhlamh members have pur-
suedtheir objectivesthrough:

-campaigningfor globaljustice
and human rights at home and
worldwide.

- promoting understanding of
globalissuesandthe cultures of
the South through courses,
publicmeetings, themedia.

- providing opportunities for
returned development workers
and volunteers to meet each
other, to put their overseas
experience in context and to
consider issues in returning to
Ireland and staying involved in
developmentwork.

Within these broad areas,
Comhlamh'swork varies from ti-
metotimedependingon thepri-
oritiesandinterestsof members.

Volunteering
Options Programme
Comhlamh's  Volunteering
Options Programme was set up
in 2004, with fundingfrom Irish
Aid, to promote responsible,
responsive international volun-
teering. The programme aims to
ensure that the interests of the
host community and of the vol-
unteer are at the heart of any
volunteer-sending initiative, so
that Ireland can have afirst-class
volunteeringprogramme.Keyele-
ments of the programme are
basedon promoting:
Informed decision-making
amongpotentialvolunteers;
- Good practice by volunteer
sendingorganisations;
-The understanding of the vol-
unteer about their role within
'development';and
-Supportingvolunteerson their
return tointernalisetheir expe-
rienceandtousetheexperience
gained to positive effect at
home.

Aspartoftheprogrammesev-
eral resources have been devel-
oped to support volunteers in
making a decision about volun-

teering overseas. Theseinclude:
- The recently revised publica-
tion Working for a Better
World: A GuidetoVolunteering
in Global Development (2007),
which contains comprehensive
information on all aspects of
arranging an overseas place-
ment, as well as a directory of
over 115 organisations offering
placements ;
- A website,
www.volunteeringoptions.org,
which includes asearchable da-
tabase of these organisations;
and
- A Code of Good Practice for
Sending Organisations and a
Volunteer Charter.

Comhlamh also offers a range
of complementary courses for
individuals and groups pre-deci-
sion, pre-departure and upon
return from volunteering over-
seas.

Comhlamh was delighted to
host aseminar for International
Volunteer Dayon 5th December
2008, wherespeakersfrom organ-
isations in  Uganda, the
Philippines, India and Ghana
were represented. Their inputs
wereinvaluablein raisingsomeof

Bata, Philippines),

Comhlamh International Volunteer Day Seminar, 5th Dec 2007. From left to right: Nathaniel Ty, (Akap
Peter Isingoma (Link Community Development,
(Development Action Society, India) Fr. Joseph Ssekyewa, (Kiyinda Mityana Diocese, Uganda)
Banasree Mitra (Development Action Society, India), Nadia Tagoe (Habitat for Humanity, Ghana).

the key issues that host commu-
nities face in receivingvolunteers
from Ireland. Interviews with the
speakers will shortly be available
to view on the Comhlamh web-
site, soremember totake alook!
For moreinformation aboutthe
programme, and upcoming vol-
unteer events please contact
info@volunteeringoptions.org.

Services to Returned
Development Workers and
Volunteers

Established as the Irish
Association of Development
Workers in 1975, one of
Comhlamh's primary aims since
foundation hasbeen the support
ofvolunteers, developmentwork-
ers and missionaries upon their
return tolreland.

Free support, information,
adviceandguidanceareavailable
for anyone who has spent two
months or more volunteering
overseas. Comhlamh works to
facilitatevolunteers, development
workersand missionaries in their
return back tolreland, in dealing
with 'reverse culture shock' and
also assists them in settling back
in. Comhlamh's support services
include social events, "Coming

Home Weekends", careers
advice, counseling sessions and
information on social insurance,
pensions&health.Supportisalso
provided to returnees in their
continuousengagementin devel-
opmentworkin Ireland.

Common thread

Underpinning all of
Comhlambh'sactivities, beitcam-
paigning or assisting overseas
development workers, is
Development Education, which
is essentially about exploring
development issues through par-
ticipatory learning approaches
with the aim of changing atti-
tudes and promoting positive
changes in society, locally and
globally.

Comhlamh runsregular train-
ing courses for the public and
developmentworkersalikelinked
to our development education
and campaigning work, includ-
ing: Graduate Certificate for
Training in Development
Education (in partnership with
DCU);MediaSkills; LobbySkills;
Skillsin DevelopmentEducation;
Trade Justice; Introduction to
Development Education;and, an
Introduction tothe Irish Political

Uganda), Paulomi Pal,

System. All of these

are
announced and updated on

Comhlamh's
www.comhlamh.org.

If you become a member of
Comhlamh, you are welcome to
take partin anyofthe campaign
arecas and Comhlamh working
groups. It has active groups and
initiatives made up ofvolunteers
from the public in the areas of
Trade Justice, Anti-Racism,
Focus - Action for Global
JusticemagazineandOptionsand
Issues in Development.

In addition, as amember you
willreceive all issues of its quar-
terly Focus Magazine (Ireland's
premier magazine on develop-
mentissues);Comhlamh'sregular
e-Link email newsletter (on
membership activities and a
rangeofupcomingevents, cours-
es, etc); the INDEX newsletter
(networking among development
education organisations); and,
great discounts on Comhlamh
courses and events (indeed, just
the discounts on courses alone
couldcover thecostofyour out-
lay for membership!!)

Tolearnmoreabout Comhlamh
andhowtobecomeasupporterand
member, visitwww.comhlamh.org.

website,
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